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Gunduwa Regional Conservation Association (GRCA) is an incorporated association 
that works to support biodiversity, natural resource management and caring for 
country projects. GRCA works closely with regional Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) bodies, mining companies, Universities, farming groups and the local Badimia 
people. GRCA was first proposed in 2014 by Mount Gibson Mining and Extension Hill 
Pty Ltd as part of their mining offset package, as per Ministerial Statement 753.

The Association was named Gunduwa – the Badimia name for Echidna. As the 
only surviving monotreme, these egg-laying mammals suckle their young. They are 
also very sacred animals in Badimia culture. The hands in the logo represent the 
connection between human co-operation in nurturing the natural environment of the 
region. 

The GRCA boundaries include the Northern Avon Wheatbelt and Southern Yalgoo 
bioregion. The bordering towns include Beacon, Wubin, Morawa and Paynes Find. 
The heart of the region contains a botanical transitional zone between the woodlands 
of the Wheatbelt and the mulga zone of the interior. 
The Great Northern Highway intersects 
between Wubin and Paynes Find.
 
This Country is rich and abundant 
in ecological diversity, while  
accommodating farms, pastoral 
lands, salt lakes, shrublands, 
banded-iron and green-
stone hills. 
 

About us
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BADIMIA COUNTRY
Gunduwa Region



  

Vision & Value 
STATEMENT 
Building grassroots relationships to work in partnership 
on cultural land management and enhanced biodiversity 
across the Gunduwa Region. 

Taking responsibility and accountability for the care of 
the Gunduwa Region, while being an integral part of the 
community.

Providing good governance through a well-run, respectful 
and responsible management group.

Caring for culture and Country.

“Inclusive collaboration 
across the landscape.” 

We acknowledge the Badimia people as the traditional owners of 
this region by embracing their connections to Country through their 

ancestors, sites, and stories.
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Strategic   
FOCUS 
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•Supporting the implementation of the Healthy Country 
Plan drawn up by the Badimia Bandi Barna Aboriginal 
Corporation (BBBAC). 

•Allocating funding to universities to complete 
environmental science and land management research. 

•Encouraging relationships with a focus on carbon 
offsetting and land conservation activities – to return 
degraded land to a sustainable condition.

•Attracting co-investment from within the region, on 
the premise that local connectivity potentiates best 
outcomes.

•Maintaining and initiating active collaborations with like-
minded groups, industries, organisations, farming and 
community groups.

•Sharing insights and research widely for collective 
learning.   
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Project Summary
2014

1. Edith Cowan University, impacts of fire 
on semi-arid shrubland birds.

2. Liebe Group, a sustainable farming 
system through improved understanding 
of soil quality. 

3. Shire of Morawa and Perenjori, 
The GRCA Young Leaders Project.

4. North Central Malleefowl 
Preservation Group, Malleefowl volunteer 
support project.

2015

5. Yarra Yarra Catchment Management 
Group Inc, reconnecting landscapes 
in the Wheatbelt through revegetation 
corridors.

6. School of Veterinary Life Sciences, 
Murdoch University – developing 
sustainable geo-tourism in the GRCA 
Region.

7. Central Wheatbelt Declared Species 
Group, supporting agricultural native 
species biodiversity.

8. Bush Heritage Australia, Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy, Ninghan Station 
& North Central Malleefowl Preservation 
Group–Malleefowl mound identification 
project.

9. North Central Malleefowl Preservation 
Group, Malleefowl field training and 
monitoring.

10. Conservation Council WA, do climate 
refugia exist on the conservation stations?

11. Central Wheatbelt Declared Species 
Group, supporting agriculture and native 
species biodiversity.

2016

12. Shire of Perenjori and Bush Heritage 
Australia, The GRCA Regional Forum – 
the challenge for change.

13. Shire of Perenjori, Blues for the Bush – 
youth engagement activities.

2017

14. Conservation Council WA, Citizen 
Science Program and Birdlife WA – 
building capacity for structured bird 
monitoring in the GRCA Region.

15. Carbon Neutral, restoration of 
ecosystems function and biodiversity in 
agricultural landscapes.

16. Murdoch University, conservation of 
insectivorous micro-bats; new approaches 
to mapping genetics and infectious 
disease threats in Australia’s global 
diversity hot spot.

17. Northern Agricultural Catchments 
Council, engaging Badimia Rangers in 
conservation and land management on 
country.
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18. Yarra Yarra Catchment Management 
Group Inc, assessing restoration success 
using reptiles and small mammals. 

2018 

19.  Conservation Council WA, 
benchmarking the bush bird communities 
utilising putative refugia and non-refugia 
habitats in the GRCA Region. 

20. Northern Agricultural Catchments 
Council, identifying potential landscape 
links to enhance malleefowl conservation in 
the Midwest. 

21. Australian Wildlife Conservancy, 
Michael Tichbon botanic garden/nature trail 
construction, stage 2. 

22. Shire of Perenjori and Bush Heritage 
Australia, The GRCA Regional Forum, 
people and the environment. 

23. Shire of Perenjori, Blues for the Bush
– youth engagement activities.

2019 

24. Curtin University, improving translocation 
management for the restricted reptile, case 
study: the Western Spiny-tailed Skink.

2020

25. Badimia Bandi Barna Aboriginal 
Corporation, Healthy Country Plan. 

26. Edith Cowan University, improving 
restoration and management of valley-floor 
ecosystems in the GRCA Region.



•GRCA engages regional communities to have conversations about ecological 
diversity and resilience, while supporting and contributing $650,000 to biodiversity 
and conservation projects across the Gunduwa Region. 

•GRCA has taken onboard 26 projects working collaboratively with Shires, 
conservation groups, local NRMs, landowners and universities since 2014. 

•GRCA worked with the Badimia Bandi Barna Aboriginal 
Corporation (BBBAC), to support the creation and 
implementation of the Badimia Healthy 
Country Plan.

•GRCA has held two Gunduwa Forums 
uniting local, regional and state 
organisations in one place. Here, 
we yarn and share stories about the 
developments in the region in 
which we live, work and 
conserve.  

Achievements
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Partner    
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
•Mount Gibson Iron Ltd. 

•Extension Hill Pty Ltd.  

•Bush Heritage Australia 

•Rangelands NRM 

•Badimia Bandi Barna Aboriginal Corporation 

•Australian Wildlife Conservancy 

•Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 

  & Attractions

•Northern Agricultural Catchments Council

•North Central Malleefowl Preservation Group 

•Conservation Council WA 

•Shire of Perenjori

•Shire of Dalwallinu 

•Shire of Yalgoo

•Shire of Mt Marshall 

•Liebe Group
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The big circular rings represent
different community groups and 
the strong connection they have 
with each other. 

The inside lines represent 
the journey taking place over 
time. It symbolises all the great 
achievements spread across the 
Gunduwa region. 

The blue circles represent the 
many vulnerable areas around the 
region where conservation efforts 
have taken place. The colour blue 
symbolises a healthy Country. 

The background is covered in 
multi-coloured dots. This has 
multiple interpretations, including: 
the beautiful wildflowers that cover 
the ground; the individuals who 
are involved with GRCA; and the 
representation of many species of 
fauna that form an integral part of 
the region.

Artwork

An acknowledgement and 
appreciation to Acacia Cultural 
Designs for creating this unique 
digital artwork for GRCA.

The larger, darker circles are 
areas requiring more work to be 
healthy and resilient – areas where 
GRCA continues to enrich through 
collaborative conservation efforts. 

The gunduwa (echidna) is the centre piece of this 
artwork. It is the representation of the Gunduwa 
Regional Conservation Association (GRCA). 
The gunduwa is walking along a pathway, embarking 
on a great journey. It is walking upwards and forwards 
to represent GRCA’s growth and success.The 
pathway mimics the colours of the beautiful barna 
(Country).



    

Contacts
JUDE SUTHERLAND 
Business Manager
info@gunduwa.org.au
0429 647 506

LUKE BAYLEY
Chair
luke.bayley@bushheritage.org.au
0427 495 772

On behalf of all the local members and 
organisations involved, GRCA 
appreciates the financial contribution 
provided by Mount Gibson Mining Ltd 
and Extension Hill Pty Ltd.  
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